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If we make another transmitter available to you 
from Quito Ecuador, could HCJB Australia handle 
the packing, freight and installation costs and 
have it on air from your present interim facilities, 
to East Asia (China), by November 1 this year ?”

So asked Curt Cole, HCJB 
World Radio’s Vice President of 
International Ministries, as he 
and Dennis Adams, Asia Pacific 
Regional Director met with 
HCJB Australia’s Management 
Team on April 9.
The question was unexpected, 
but we all answered, “God 
helping us, we will!”
We confirmed that all our 
expansion plans would 
be ministry driven and 
include ongoing technical, 
programming and 
broadcasting research and 
review. We also committed 

to provide better housing 
to enable our night-time 
transmitter operators to get 
adequate sleep during the day.
It was quite amazing how God 
had prepared all our hearts for 
this strategic meeting.
Some of us had just returned 
to Melbourne.  Derek 

Kickbush came from meetings 
in Singapore related to 
programming, and attending 
HCJB’s regional Radio School 
of Mission. John Rush had been 
teaching at that school and then 
joined me to lead our Top End 
Easter Vision Journey (March 19 
- April 2), meeting with visiting 
engineers, John and Ruth Stanley 
and our staff at Kununurra.
Prior to all this John and I had 
met with Dick and Pat Jacquin 
from our international office. 
Pat is administration assistant 
to President Dave Johnson and 
International Board chairman 
Ron Cline. Pat also directs the 
orientation program for new 
missionaries and was here to help 
us put together that program for 
Australia, New Zealand and the 
Asia Pacific region.
Dick is Director of Ministry 
Development and is responsible 
for the major fund raising efforts 
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of the mission. He was here to 
discuss with us ways and means of 
generating support for the future 
development of HCJB Australia.
What a privilege to be able 
to work together with such 
wonderful brothers and sisters, 
and also to have the very special 
privilege of standing between 
God’s opportunities and you, 
his precious people, who so 
graciously support this ministry 
with prayer and practical support.
Let me bring you up to date on 
recent developments.
While broadcasting continues 
seven days a week at 
Kununurra, construction of 
one new house and other work 
continues on many fronts, with 
help from our many working 
visitors. Please pray for funding 
for a second house.
As we plan for the second 
transmitter please pray for our 
engineers as they investigate 
what broadcasting is possible 
from our interim site with our 
limited antenna systems. 
Pray for the funding to 
pack, ship, and install that 
transmitter, and duplicate the 
necessary Studio equipment and 
program delivery equipment, all 
estimated at $80,000.
Our lease documentation for 
the adjoining land should be 
available for signature within 
the next few weeks. The 
Department required a massive 
survey of all adjoining lands to 
be done at our cost of $32.000. 
Praise God that those plans 
were lodged May 10th.  Please 
pray for funding for that survey, 
and for the initial lease costs 
of approx $9,000.  Engineering 
plans for the Packsaddle Creek 
crossing are currently being 
prepared at an estimated cost 
of $8,000.  Rejoice with us for 
every provision thus far and 
please join with us in expectant 
prayer for the funding to meet 
these costs.

Also, please pray earnestly and 
urgently for our Kununurra 
staff needs (James 5.16b). 
We need farm assistance as 
we continue to develop the 
property to create funding for 
ministry; transmitter technicians 

and operators, so that the world 
may hear about Jesus.
These are exciting and 
challenging days. Thank you for 
your partnership with us in the 
Gospel.

Paulos, Ababo, 
Thomas and Raji 
Djini returned from a 
wonderful missionary 
journey to their 

homeland of Ethiopia in the 
middle of November.  Six weeks 
of extensive travel and meetings 
brought them face to face with 
hundreds of listeners who 
have been blessed by the radio 
ministry of Paulos in the Oromo 
language.  These programs are 
transmitted into Ethiopia from a 
middle eastern nation with a 250 
kilowatt transmitter, sending 
a powerful signal into the area 
from close by!
Immediately following this 
journey the number of listener 
letters virtually doubled to an 
average of 215 per month!  It 
has been a major prayer request 
of HCJB Australia that we find 

someone in Ethiopia who could 
assist in the response to this 
steady stream of responses.  
Praise the Lord, an organization 
named Hiyaw Tesfa have 
answered the call, and are 
now handling the requests and 
questions from the listeners.
Here are some of the comments 
from Oromo listeners:
A student named Geleta writes:  
òI do listen to your program.  It 
is encouraging.  If you can, please 
send me a bookletéabout the 
Second Coming of Christ.ó
Dula Mezgebu writes:  òYour 
program blessed me and many 
people have been healed.ó
And Berkuma Hordofa says:  
òI am really feel happy with your 
broadcast, many people surrendered 
their life to the Lord through your 
programs.  I am praying for you.ó

Oromo Blessings

continued from page 1

Spend EASTER 2006
in the Kimberley with HCJB

Fully escorted 15 day tour, ÿying into Darwin and taking in the Top End. 
Sights include Litchþeld National Park, Adelaide River, Katherine Gorge, 
Kununurra, Lake Argyle, Ord River, HCJB and Wyndham. Take  a ÿight to 
the Bungle Bungles (optional at your cost). Then back to Darwin via Edith 
Falls and Kakadu National Park.

Approximately $2,500 per person (Including return air fares to Darwin)

Enquiries to: HCJB Australia,  PO Box 291,  Kilsyth,  Vic.  3137                 
Phone (03) 9761 4844 or email:   journeys@hcjb.org.au

WHEN?   April 8 - 22nd

Ylvlrq#Mrxuqh|#5339
KFME#Dxvwudoldèv#Wrs#Hqg#Wrxu
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In a recent re-evaluation 
of our Management Team 
job descriptions it was 
determined that the role 
of Derek Kickbush should 

be changed from Director of 
Broadcasting to Director of 
Programming.
At first you may wonder what 
difference such a change would 
make!  However, it really is quite a 
significant move.  Let me explain. 
The Director of Broadcasting 
carried too big a load for it 
to be very effective.  This 
role included programming, 
supervision of frequency 
management and of technical 
roles and responsibilities, both in 
Melbourne and in Kununurra.
The Director of Programming, 
however, is more sharply 
focused on the core business of 
the Mission – that of delivering 
the appropriate programs to our 
listening audience.
In his new role, Derek will 
be freed up to spend time in 
research into programs, and on-
going negotiations with partners 
in the Asia Pacific Region.  This 
will be done primarily through 
the sub-regional directors and 
Dennis Adams, the Director of 
the Asia Pacific Region.
Our future programs will 
be ministry-driven, rather 
than aired for convenience or 
monetary reasons.  Derek will 

be overseeing the establishment of 
correct and adequate follow-up for 
each new program, and working 
with the sub-regional directors to 
find the sponsor funding to make 
the program viable.
Furthermore, he will investigate 
the reception of our signals in all 
of the “target areas” to determine 
the quality and consistency of 
that signal.  He will work closely with Dave Yetman, the Frequency 
Manager, in choosing the advisability of each and every release as 
they occur.
Pray for Derek so that he will be granted wisdom and energy to 
meet the demands of his new role at HCJB Australia, “The Voice of 
the Great Southland”. 
John W Rush

We have been praying to the Lord 
of the harvest for helpers!  In 
Melbourne, we need a business 
or ofþce manager, a publicity or 
publication person, a personnel 

manager, and additional technical people for 
studio work.  In Kununurra, we are desperately 
in need of a good farm family to assist our 

Farm and Property Manager.  We also 
need two or three technical people to 
operate and maintain the transmitters, 
and to assist our Technical Manager with 
future development of the International 
Broadcast Facility there. While we 
need to þnd more full-time staff in these 
situations, we will consider part-time or 
working visitors as a temporary solution.  
Please pray about this ongoing need!

Personnel Needs

New Role for Derek

Investing in Eternity

Derek Kickbush

Whatever you can give is truly AN INVESTMENT IN ETERNITY 

which will reach out to precious and lost souls throughout 

the Asia Pacific Region!

As we consider òThe Way Aheadó for HCJB Australia, we are 
asking the Lord to pour out the resources needed to get the 
job done!  Please pray about how YOU can help in the funding 
of the various aspects of the development plan.

Å Consider becoming a monthly supporter of HCJB in a modest 
way:  $20, $30, $50, $100 or more!

Å What about a substantial one-time gift:  $1,000, $5,000, 
$10,000, or $100,000?

Å Perhaps you would be led to put HCJB Australia in your will 
for a signiýcant amount of money!
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Monday March 28, the day after 
Easter, the Indonesian island of 
Nias was hit by an earthquake. 

It measured 8.7 on the Richter scale and killed several hundred 
people. Nias is a predominantly Christian island in the heart of our 
listening area, where we had just done several months of tsunami 
related programs.
HCJB World Radio had a medical team on the island helping out 
with tsunami relief. Fortunately, they left only hours before the 
earthquake struck. They were in another part of Indonesia when 
awakened by the tremor. Still in  a daze and realizing that they 
possibly could have been killed if they had not left, they gathered 
together to pray about what to do next. They decided to go back and 
help the people of Nias and were among the first medical teams to 
arrive on the island.
Sheila Leech is a nurse from the 
United Kingdom and was part 
of the team.  She is also HCJB’s 
Director of Healthcare ministries 
in Quito, Ecuador.  After 
helping for nearly an additional 
week, they were waiting at the 
airport to leave when HCJB 
Australia called their mobile 
phone for an interview.
Leech recalls the horror of the 
earthquake, “I ran outside down 
the swaying staircase, holding 
onto the walls. The water in the 
swimming pool was sloshing 
into the hotel lobby! I held onto 
a car for support,” she said. 
“The quake lasted about three 
minutes . . . an eternity if you’re 
experiencing it!”
About 2am Leech and other 
team members learned the 
magnitude of the quake.  “The 
orphanage and Christian radio 
station where we had worked on 
Nias were destroyed, but all the 
orphans were safe. There were 
hundreds of dead on the island, 
and massive destruction.”
When the team returned to 
Nias, Leech described the 
scene as “absolute devastation. 
Unbelievable! Three-story 
buildings had become one-story 
buildings where the whole lower 
floor disappeared. The roads 

were out. The power was out.” 
“Our first stop was at the 
hospital, or what was still left 
of it,” she said. “I spent that 
day caring for the severely 
wounded; a woman with a 
crushing injury to her lower leg 

devastating, but there are the 
lovely stories as well,” Leech 
added. “A little boy was pulled 
from the wreckage after three 
days and didn’t have a scratch on 
him. When he was interviewed 
and they asked him, ‘What did 

you do under that pile of 
rubble for three days?’ He 
said, ‘I cried, and I prayed.”
Please pray for the people of 
Nias Island – that this tragedy 
will bring them closer to 
the Lord and that God will 
comfort them in their time of 
need. Also, please remember 
to pray for people affected 

by the December 26 tsunami 
disaster. Even though homes are 
being rebuilt, the psychological 
scars still need healing. Please 
pray that those still hurting will 
turn to their heavenly Father and 
put their faith in Jesus Christ 
– the True Healer.
Eric Skattebo

Earthquake!

Listen to HCJB - The Voice of the Great Southland™

East Asia  Morning  2230 - 0100 hrs UTC on 15525 kHz in the 19 metre band

South Asia Morning 0100 - 0300 hrs UTC on 15560 kHz in the 19 metre band

South Paciþc Evening  0700 - 1000 hrs UTC on 11750 kHz in the 25 metre band

South East Asia Evening  1000 - 1130 hrs UTC on 15425 kHz in the 19 metre band

East Asia  Evening  1130 - 1300 hrs UTC on 15425 kHz in the 19 metre band

East Asia  Evening  1300 - 1400 hrs UTC on 15405 kHz in the 19 metre band

Earhquake damage in Nias

requiring amputation, already 
infected and covered by flies; 
another woman with open 
fractures of her leg. Our job was 
to help stabilize these patients 
and arrange their evacuation by 
helicopter. By the end of the day 
they had been transferred to the 
hospital in Sumatra.”
“Many of the stories are just 

“I ran outside down the 
swaying staircase, holding 
onto the walls. The water 
in the swimming pool was 

sloshing into the hotel lobby!”
           Sheila Leech
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The inaugural Radio School of Mission in Singapore was 
conducted by Dennis Adams and the staff of the Asia 
Pacific regional office of HCJB.  Those in attendance 
were men and women of significant leadership status 
from nine different countries in the area.  They came to 

sharpen their skills in broadcasting, programming and technical 
matters, as well as the history and challenge of missions and the 
biblical methods of evangelism and discipleship.
The week began on Sunday with a morning worship service held 
in the Fort Canning Building, which was formerly the headquarters 
for the British government when Singapore was a colony.  This 
magnificent edifice was an appropriate place for our time of worship 
and fellowship as we considered the challenge of 
establish His dominion in the hearts of the nations 
throughout the Asia Pacific Region.
That afternoon we conducted the first of many 
sessions held in the Grace Room of the YWCA, where 
HCJB has its offices.  Those sessions filled each day 
from early morning until time for the evening meal. 
The students were grouped together in teams of three 
and were required to work on a special broadcasting 
assignment throughout the week.  By Friday they 

had to submit a fifteen minute program as a 
finished product – ready to go to air!
As this Radio School of Missions is further 
developed it is hoped that it will be expanded 
from one week to two, and that it will be held 
twice yearly, as opposed to annually.  The 
response of those in attendance as students was 
enthusiastic and positive, and we thank God for 
His direction in bringing this plan to fruition!
John W Rush

Twenty people met in 
Darwin on March 19th 
to begin a two-week 
tour of the Northern 
Territory and Western 

Australia, from Darwin to 
Katherine to Kununurra and 
back.  We hired a 22-seater coach 
in Darwin and began the tour in 
earnest on Sunday, March 20th.  In 
the course of our travels we viewed 
such sights as the Nature Wildlife 
Park, the Litchfield National Park, 
Buley Rock Holes, Florence Falls, 
the Katherine Gorge boat cruise, 
Kelly’s Knob, Hidden Valley, the 
Ord River Boat Cruise, a flight 
over the Bungle Bungles, and the 
Yellow Water Boat Cruise.
While we all were blessed by the 
fellowship and the testimonies 
shared enroute, the story 
of Bronwyn and Peter from 
Tasmania needs to be shared!  
With their permission we’ll 
describe the basic outline of their 
encounter with God on the Top 

End Tour.
On the tour held a year previously, 
Bronwyn’s mother Margaret was 
looking at a special diamond ring 
in the Kimberley Fine Diamonds 
Shop in Kununurra, and was 
about to buy it for herself.  
However, she sensed a check in 
her spirit telling her to pray about 
it first.  So she put the diamond 
back down on the counter 
and left the shop.  During her 
devotions the Lord revealed to 
her that the money could be used 
instead to underwrite the cost for 

her daughter to come on the 2005 
Top End Tour.  
When she proposed this idea 
to Bronwyn she met some 
resistance, until finally Bronwyn 
agreed, if they could find enough 
money for her husband Peter to 
come as well!  
On Sunday, March 20th, the 
Lord spoke clearly to them both 
through a message on “The Man 
of Sorrows” (Isa. 53:3-6).  When 
an opportunity was given to 
pray a prayer of commitment to 
Jesus Christ, both Bronwyn and 
Peter followed through.  They 
raised their hands to indicate 
that they had done so, along 
with about fifteen other people 
in the congregation that day.
Later that week I suggested to 
Bronwyn that she call her mother 
and tell her that she had actually 
received her “diamond”!  She 
agreed enthusiastically, and said, 
“But Pastor, I’m going to tell her 
that she got two diamonds for 
the price of one!”  PTL!
John W Rush

Singapore Radio School of Mission 

Top-End Tour Update

Ofþcial Opening of HCJB World Radioõs 
Asia Paciþc Regional Ofþce

Bronwyn and Peter
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INDIA:  I have just found your 
beautiful voice on my radio 
set. I am very much glad to 
receive your English voice. I 
am a Bengali poet. Besides my 
creative activities, I am listening 
to the radio in Bengali, English, 
Hindi and Urdu languages.
MALAYSIA:  I am a Shipmaster. 
How I am able to listen to this 
radio station is through the 
guidance of Jesus Christ. I found 
your Gospel Radio enlightens 
me to the mercy of God. To 
mankind on earth and daily I 
learn more of Jesus Christ.
NEPAL:  I love International 
Friendship show and listen 
regularly. I appreciate your 
great work. I have found your 
ministry great. I want to learn 
more about Jesus and your 
programs are perfect for it.
ETHIOPIA: I thank God for raising 
you up to proclaim this great 
message of hope to our people. 
Through these broadcasts God 
has provided a way of salvation 
to everyone, both in cities and 
rural villages.
MAURITIUS: I heard your Hindi 
program Shabd aur Sangeet, 
þrst time. It was very inspiring 
and useful. I cannot read or 
write in Hindi but I can listen and 
understand well. Please send me 
program guide and some liturature 
I can distribute to my friends.

In April I made a quick visit to Santa Cruz, Bolivia to visit 
Wilson Cuvis and his wife Magdalena. Wilson worked for 
15 years at our Shell hospital before the Lord called him to 
missionary work. He, his wife and daughters Jessica (12) and 

Grace (8) are now at Hebrón Theological Seminary.
I was able to encourage and help them work through some issues 
they were finding hard to adjust to. I took roasted beans and other 
foods from their family in Shell. How they savoured those beans!
My niece, Anna, met me in Santa Cruz, then flew to Cochabamba. 
There we spent time with friends from Sydney, Peter & Delia 
Moorhouse. They founded the Bolivian Children’s Mission some 
years ago and now care for 33 children. It was good helping out and 
meeting some of the children and staff. 
Anna then continued her Latin America travels while I flew back 
to Santa Cruz to spend another weekend with the Cuvis’, before 
returning to Shell via La Paz, Lima and Quito. Flying above the 
Andes is spectacular, I couldn’t keep my eyes off the scenery. Thank 
God for a good trip.

Greetings from Shell !  I recently returned from a scouting 
trip to Peru and think I’ve found a place to live. There is 
no bathroom! But the owner said I can build one in lieu of 
rent. No water yet! But it is just a matter of connecting it 

from the street. There is electricity though, so that’s great! No floor 
either! But he also said I can cement it if I want to.
So all in all, I think I can make it reasonably habitable without too 
much trouble. Just have the cold showers problem to solve and I will 
almost be in the lap of luxury!!
The hospital building finally has a definite start date. The digging 
ceremony (whatever that’s called!!) took place during May and 
worked in well with my housing plans. I got the work started on my 
house while there. With some careful planning, I might just have the 
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house fairly “modern” before I 
actually have to live in it!
Thanks for all your prayers for 
me and the ministry.

MbhV[\aZ E\iXf

WE ARE THANKING GOD FOR:
The possibility of a second 
HC100 transmitter to go on air 
by November 2005 for East Asia 
(China).
The continuing safety, health 
and well-being of the staff and 
voluntary workers, both at Mel-
bourne and Kununurra.
The many volunteers and work-
ing parties at Kununurra who 
assist in the development of the 
farm and broadcast facility.
Many reception reports from 
around the world, particularly 
those telling of encouragement 
in their Christian faith and of 
those who have received Christ.

WE ARE ASKING GOD FOR:
Additional full-time staff for 
Kununurra. Farm workers and 
technical personnel are both 
needed.
Clarity of the broadcasts and 
Godõs blessing and power on 
the messages and listeners.
Employment passes for Dennis 
and Jan Adams in Singapore.
Funding for shipping, installation 
and operation of the new HC100 
transmitter.
His continuing provision of 
energy, inspiration, enthusiasm, 
safety in travel and good health 
for all staff in Australia and world-
wide.


